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The House of Education . — The students in residence go out as prob . 
lioners for some part of the long summer vacation. We again repeat that 
we are prepared to offer a Training Course for Mothers in the month of 
June. Mothers appear to find the prospect very inviting. 

The Parent s’ Review School . — Dates of Examinations. Easter Exami na 
tion, from April io to 15, except when Easter falls within these dates, when 
the examination will be held [earlier. Christmas Examination, f rom 
December 10 to 16. No summer examination, but a report from parents as 
to how the programme of work for the term has been carried out. 

Fesole Club— May.— The subject for this month will be Sketches of birds 
from Nature. It is intended that members should attempt whatever is 
convenient in their circumstances ; some, perhaps, drawing from caged 
birds, getting opportunities for close examination of detail, and something 
like bird portraits ; others will be able to catch the attitudes of the small 
birds in the trees, or on the grass of the garden, or seen from a window ; while 
some may be able to contribute studies of strange birds at the Zoological 
Gardens. It is not, however, so much the rarity of the subject that should 
be looked for, as the character and behaviour of the bird under observation. 


The sketches may be in pencil or water-colour, and should not exceed 
7 by 10 inches. They are to be sent by the end of the month to W. G. 
Collingwood, Coniston, Lancashire. 

To the Students in House of Education Natural History Club— Notes by 
M. L. Hodgson. Encourage the birds and discourage the cats in your 
garden in every possible way. Amuse yourselves and your children by 
contriving nesting boxes, &c. For the robins, a few tins hidden in bushes, 
)an -s, or hedges are quite sufficient ; but tits require more elaborate prepa- 
rations. 1 here was a great tit’s nest last year in an old letter-box on a wall, 
another in a wooden pump, and a beautiful one in the box in the middle of 
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collect everything ; and only to-day I saw a notice of a child of eighr r, 
!»d d'S covere ' * ve.» 'rare fungus, and des,™, m „ tion as w " h “ 

a fittle child, keenly observing Nature, can do g hat 

Mr. Geldart’s paper in the Parents' Review for April is very valuable to 
us, both in the way of giving us a delightful picture of his birds, and also is 
giving us a very good plan for making nes ing-boxes for tits, & c . No doubt 
some of you will at some time be able to follow out his instructions In a 
town garden in the manufacturing district there were at various times the 
caterpillars of more than two dozen butterflies and moths, the larvae of ladv 
birds, leaf-cutter bees, wasps’ nests, mole crickets, and a host of other 
creatures too numerous to mention. A little child of six studied out for 
herself the whole life of an ichneumon fly in this same garden. Never 
think, therefore, because your home is in a town that you can’t “ do natural 
history.” It is often better studied by dwellers in towns than those in the 
country. By making the most of your opportunities you may be of the 
greatest use to science, as you can collect facts for the “ masters,” who are 
working hard to solve the life-stories of our native animals and plants. 

The note-books are a constant source of pleasure to all, and you have now 
found the increased delight of a walk with a pair of observing spectacles 
on, compared with a dull, gossiping constitutional along a straight high 


road. 

Though your walks should be limited, the facts observed in a small 
garden will tell you that it does not follow you should have nothing to 
note down ; and the more you study a small area the more correct your 
observations are apt to be. The best note-books are those which contain 
careful little sketches and diagrams or new finds or quaint forms, which not 
only improve the books, but refresh your memories as to the animal or 
plant in question. 

To many of you it is all new, especially to those from towns, and it is 
very delightful to see the ardour with which you have seized the very spirit 
of the study of Nature. No plant seems too small for your observation, 
and no creature too insignificant for your careful examination. To over- 
come the dislike to crawling things is often merely a question of hahit, 
time, and not thinking about it as something to be disliked ; and it is a 
very undesirable thing to show disgust before children, who are a wavs 
ready to say, “ Does it bite ” ? and they are soon smitten with a like taste to 
one’s own, be it for or against a creature. 


